Tradition and Reconstruction in Mission -where are we in mission today?
This theme was introduced by the Latin American missiologist Dr. Orlando Costas. Next came its focus on the main missionary issues and challenges of seven differentsocio-cultural areas, followed by topical discussions on mission(s) in relation to culture, spirituality, religious pluralism, politico-economic systems and Christian unity.
One of the more remarkable events of this San Jose meeting was a workshop of a fully ecumenical and diverse group of Europeans and North Americans. It may well be one of the first times that such a group sat together outside of their home areas to reflect upon the missionary task back within the North Atlantic world.
Remarkable was also a gathering of a group of women who had attended the sessions, including three full members of IAMS. In their evaluation of the San Jose meeting they expressed the desire that there should be more visibility to issues related to Women and Mission of the Church, as well as a larger share of participation in such an event.
The full report of the San Jose IAMS-meeting will be published in the IAMS Newsletter no. 10.
The aims of IAMS are:
-To promote the scholarly study of theological, historical, social and practical questions relating to the missionary dimension of the Christian message.
-To relate studies in mission to studies in theological and other fields by interdisciplinary research programmes and other appropriate means.
-To promote fellowship and co-operation among individuals and institutions engaged in mission studies.
-To facilitate mutual assistance and exchange of information between those engaged in such studies.
-To organize international conferences.
-To encourage the creation of centres of research. 
